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preach that non-co-operation to everyone he comes
across, unless they want to enforce co-operation at the
point of the bayonet?"

The Only Limiting Condition

But the right sought to be asserted is subject to the
condition that we observe non-violence. "The condition
is necessary, because a Government that is based on vio-
lence cannot tolerate violence. That is the unavoidable
logic of violence. But even those who are violently inclined
need not despair, if they will listen to me today. For if we
win Swaraj through non-violence, even the violent, if there
are any, will have not only the liberty to preach but to do
violence. There would be no army. But that will not pre-
vent a Sikh or a Khaksar from possessing a sword or
swords. If the rest are all believers in non-violence, what
violence can these inflict? The restraint of speech and
action of the majority will automatically exercise similar
restraint on those who are contrarily inclined. At any rate,
if I had my way as the president of a non-violent Indian
republic, I should not hesitate to give those who are vio-
lently inclined, the liberty of violent speech. On the other
hand, let me tell them that under a violent State they
cannot expect that liberty.

"Let me tell those who want mass civil disobedience,
strikes, no-rent campaigns, that they forget that all those
things are there in our old resolution of 1920. In fact I have
been striving all these years to prepare the country for all
these things. We should have been able to do all of them
and to bring about a new social order by now, if only we
had observed the conditions. And if we did not observe the
conditions and were not ready, none but we were to blame.

"But you are free to organize mass civil disobedience
if you like, though you will then be guilty of indiscipline.
But, as I said to Subhas Babu who put me the same ques-
tion, I shall gladly congratulate you if you succeed, but
you cannot have my blessings. Of course, the honourable
course for you would be to leave the Congress.

"But you know that you cannot organize mass dis-
9 obedience at the present stage without violence. For similar